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Architecture Was Once
an Olympic Event

Email Me Now

Did you know that from 1912 to 1948, the
Olympics handed out medals for architecture,
painting, sculpture, literature and music? All
architecture entries were required to draw
links between architecture and sport, like this
skiing stadium by Hermann Kutschera, 1936.

Win a $10 Coffee Card — Quiz Contest
Scroll down in the newsletter to find this month's quiz question. Then send your
answer...it's that easy! Each month, one correct answer will be drawn to win.
Last Month’s Question: What is Vark, and is it edible?
Last Month’s Answer: Silver or gold leaf used to

decorate sweets. High grade Vark is edible.
Congratulations to last month's winner!

Thinking of Redecorating?
Think Interior Design to Lift Your Spirits
As any fan of HGTV shows can tell you, the final design of a remodel not only looks
great, but it also feels wonderful. That’s because interior design is not just about what
you hang on the walls or the color of paint you use. It’s about the flow of the room
and how the elements of the space all fit together.
Wikipedia offers this definition of interior design:

Interior design is a field within environmental psychology. It is about the study of how
environment affects the behavior of inhabitants, with the aim of maximizing positive
effects.
For instance, interior design studies have shown that crowded environments—like
low income high-rise projects—contribute to violence, while harmonious spaces can
make people more peaceful. That makes interior designers part artist and part social
engineer.
Interior designers are found in corporations, architectural firms, urban planning, real
estate (staging), and private consulting. Those choices make interior design a flexible
career with great income potential—just in case you're thinking about a career
change.
If you’d like to redecorate your home, you can hire an interior designer. Most charge
per hour, from $50 to $200 per hour, in addition to the cost of furniture, artwork, etc.
Some charge by marking up the price of the decor they use. Google “how to hire an
interior designer” to get advice.

Down-to-Earth Wealth Advice from the Super-Rich
If you’re like me, you’re always interested in improving yourself
and your family’s situation. The following snippets of advice are
some of my favorite reminders about the basics of building
wealth that even ordinary people like you and me can use.
You Don't Have to Game the System. Billionaire Warren
Buffett made his investment fortune on the fundamentals:
focusing on companies with strong annual cash flow, and
choosing companies that aren't at risk of technical
obsolescence. Buffett spent the early part of his career
investing in insurance companies. It's not sexy, but it worked.
Simplify Your Life. Carlos Slim, a Mexican business magnate, was ranked as the richest
person in the world from 2010 to 2013. He has lived in the same house for more than 40
years. Constantly pursuing things you don't need puts you on a financial treadmill, not an
upward escalator.
Save to Invest; Don't Save to Save. According to author Grant Cardone: "The only
reason to save money is to invest it. Put your saved money into secured, untouchable
accounts. Never use that money for anything, not even an emergency." He adds that this
will force you to increase your income, which is, of course, another key to wealth.
Use other people’s money. According to self-made millionaire Steve Siebold, those with

money aren’t afraid to fund their future using other people’s funds. “Rich people know not
being solvent enough to personally afford something is not relevant,” Siebold writes. “The
real question is, ‘Is this worth buying, investing in, or pursuing?’
Own real estate. John Paulson, multi-billionaire real estate investor says, “If you don’t own
a home, buy one. If you own a home, buy another one. If you own two homes, buy a third.
And, lend your relatives the money to buy a home.” Owning real estate is the easiest way
to use other people's money--in the form of a mortgage.
Can someone you know use this advice?
Forward My Newsletter to a Friend

*|OWNERFIRST|*'s Real Estate Advice

"How much should we clean, repair, or stage
before our ﬁrst meeting with the Realtor?"
This is a great question. The answer is fairly simple: call me before you do anything.
I'm going to be able to lay out a price range based on comparable home sales from
low to high, no matter what condition your home is in. Then I can recommend a plan
of attack to get the best price possible.
You only have so much time, money, and energy, so you want to put it into the places
that will give the biggest bang for your buck. It can be a just a little or a lot of work,
depending on your home's condition. I can recommend house cleaners and
organizers, painters, a handyman, and so on to help. But I can also tell you where to
stop...were your return might not be worth the cost to fix.
When you (or any of your friends) are getting ready to sell, make me your first stop.
I'll make the journey easier and help you get a better selling price. 626-484-5307

Free Report

What NOT to Upgrade
before Selling Your House
Chances are you’ll only make a few upgrades before
selling. Which ones do you choose? Which will attract a
buyer, increase your proﬁt, and pay for themselves vs.
being an unnecessary waste of time and money?

Click to Read Now (pdf)

Since September means many of our kids have gone off
to college, I thought you’d enjoy this funny story:

The Kid’s Coming Home
A father calls his son who’s moved to Toronto and says:
"I hate to ruin your day, but your mother and I are divorcing."
The son cries out, "Dad, what are you talking about? You can’t divorce Mom after all
these years. That’s crazy."
"It may be crazy, but I’m going to tell her this week, on Thanksgiving. It will be the last
one we spend together."
Frantically, the son says, “You are not getting a divorce. I’m going to fly out there first
thing tomorrow and talk some sense into you. I don’t care if it is Thanksgiving, I’ll get
there somehow. Don’t do anything until I get there!”
The man agrees, then hangs up and turns to his wife with a smile. "OK,” he says.
“He’s coming for Thanksgiving, and paying his own way. Now what about
Christmas?"

September Quiz Question
I am an odd number. Take away one letter and I become
even. What number am I? (This is a trick question!)

Send Your Answer Now
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